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A Note from Bill
Fond Memories Last: A luxury home for my family
     What can be more exciting than 
designing your own dream home?  It 
can be a lifelong dream for many, 
including myself.   Soon after starting 
our Design+Build process many years 
ago, the opportunity finally came along.  
I had sold a speculative home and 
now it was our turn for a new house.  I 
remember the experience like it was 
yesterday. I would now experience what 
our clients go through, as an architect 
turned client.  It was a tumultuous mix 
of excitement and anxiety.  
     What brought me on this trip down 
memory lane?  I’ve recently been 
reviewing our office processes and how 
we create the best possible experience 
for our clients.  Most of the best 
practices we developed were reinforced 
during the process of designing and 
building my own home.  From my 
experience, every architect should 
design and build his or her own home 
and see the process through their client’s 
eyes.
     Our home was designed as a version 
of a Craftsman Style house.  We began 
by doing some soul searching.  We 
questioned everything, from what we 
liked and more importantly what we 
disliked about our existing home.  A 
long “wish list” was then developed 
detailing what was most important to 
us.  Near the top of the list was a large 
garage for my race cars.  For my wife 
Kerry, a multi-purpose craft room that 
included natural light and large enough 
for a long arm quilting machine.  
     The next step was to prepare a 
construction budget, a critical part of the 
process.  Only after all our “homework” 
was complete, was it time for the design 
process to begin.  It was now time for 
all the pieces of the puzzle to come 
together.  We braced ourselves for the 
conflicts and disagreements that would 
occur along the way, which is typical 
and has to be expected as part of the 
process.
So were there lessons learned?  You 

bet!  The first was the influence of 
outside sources.  In our case, we were 
selected to have the house become part 
of a Luxury Home Tour.  Why not?  It 
would be a great way to promote our 
Design+Build option.  
This all occurred before the housing 
crash.  Money was flowing freely, and 
if you had a pulse, they loaned you the 
money.  So square footage increased, 
the basement was finished, including a 
“Sports Room”, and a whirlpool tub that 
we didn’t necessarily want was added.  
After all, what luxury home wouldn’t 
include a tub?  In retrospect, we would 
have been better served by sticking to 
our original design criteria.  However, 
it’s a trap that a lot of people fall into.
     I’m proud of how well the design 
and details were executed.  One of 
my favorite features is how the master 
bedroom suite had the bathroom 
separated from the sleeping area 
using the walk-in closet as a sound 
and light buffer.  Throughout the 
home, every room had a special detail 
designed into it. 
But the beauty of the process was how 
well the construction was executed.  

There were very few issues during 
construction.  Everything was planned 
for because we are not only architects, 
but we are builders as well.  
Wonderful memories were created in 
that home that will last a lifetime.  We 
celebrated many Christmas gatherings, 
a large family party for my mother’s 
80th birthday, and our daughter stepping 
down the staircase in her wedding dress. 
Not to be forgotten - the three Chicago 
Blackhawks Championships that we 
watched on the large screen in the 
Sports Room of our finished basement.  
     Ultimately, the home is the 
background of family memories that 
will last forever.
     Seeing this process through the 
eyes of an architect turned client was a 
phenomenal experience and has made 
me a better architect.

BILL STYCZYNSKI
PRESIDENT



Project Spotlight
East Village Apartments

     The first building of the East Village 
Apartments is nearing completion.  
Designed by Studio21 Architects, this 
three story, 10 unit building, just blocks 
from downtown Downers Grove has 
9 two-bedroom, two-bath units and           
1 one-bedroom, one-bath accessible first 
floor unit. Building amenities include 
one heated indoor parking space per unit 
and one outdoor parking space along 
with secure storage lockers for addition-
al storage needs.  
     Developer Forth Group came to us 
with the thought of designing contem-
porary rental units in the suburbs that 
match the feel and appeal of urban 
trends. The units have open concept 
floor plans, and high ceilings and large 
windows make the contemporary feel 
complete for a unique rental unit find in 
the more traditional western suburbs.  
     The first building is scheduled for 
completion early this year while con-
struction on the second building in the 
development is well underway.  



     Construction of the Birch Place Townhomes 
in Lisle, Illinois has been well underway this 
winter despite the weather.  Studio21 Architects 
worked with developer Tolentino Quarcini Homes 
to develop this unique, six-unit, townhome 
development that is like nothing seen in the 
Chicagoland suburbs.  Its prefabricated concrete 
walls by Superior Walls give this development 
a sleek contemporary look, while offering just 
what the name indicates, superior insulation and 
durability.
     Each unit is just over 2,000 square feet of living 
space above grade, with 3 bedrooms and 2 ½ baths 
and a loft-like open concept living space on the 
first floor.  The design also offers a completely 
open basement devoid of columns that can add 
an additional 600 square feet of living space, and 
because of the superior wall foundation, it is ready 
to become finished space with just the addition of 
drywall.  
    Tolentino Quarcini Homes are scheduled to have 
a model unit ready this Spring.  

Birch Place 
Townhomes 
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Outdoor Living

 studio21 Seminar Series

     Over the last decade or so, 
outdoor living spaces have 
become key components within 
the homes of many families 
we work with.  These spaces 
have turned into entertainment 
centers, work spaces and even 
high-end kitchens.
     Today, five main technologies 
can improve the quality of 

your outdoor living experience.  Fortunately, almost all 
of them can be implemented at any time, even if not 
planned for during the initial construction of your home.
Audio/Video:
     What most people think of first is the audio/video 
entertainment experience in the back yard.  Great 
progress has been made in recent years in terms 
of video.  Most clients prefer outdoor rated LED 
televisions.  These devices can be as large as 85” wide, 
they never have to be taken inside, and can come be 
seen clearly even in direct sunlight.  A recent project in 
the North Shore included a pair of outdoor televisions, 
one for the Bear-loving mom and the other (which 
we tried to sabotage) for the Packer-loving dad.  We 
are proud to have done our part to keep this marriage 
together!
     Today’s new audio systems are equally advanced.  
Instead of attaching box speakers onto the home 
pointing out toward your neighbors, ‘landscape’ 

speakers can be hidden in the landscaping and 
pointed back toward the listening area.  To enhance 
the sound, most systems we install include 
underground subwoofers that add amazing levels 
of base.
Other Solutions:
In addition to making your outdoor spaces more 
fun, today’s technological solutions can also 
provide the following benefits:

1. Enhanced outdoor WiFi for work and 
school.

2. Camera systems to provide additional 
peace of mind.

3. Lighting control to enhance the 
ambiance of your living spaces and 
make the home appear lived-in while 
you are away.

4. Pool/spa heater control through an app 
on your phone

5. Irrigation control with greater and 
greater integration with local weather 
services.

     We are also witnessing a higher level of unique, 
motorized solutions.  One very interesting solution 
is a motorized canopy that can ride underneath a 
pergola or other structure and reduce the heat of a 
summer day.  All-in-all, a resort like experience in 
your own back yard.

Garden Speaker 

Elan Apps

Our new Seminar Series will feature an industry professional each month, with our inaugural event on 
Wednesday, February 28th - 7:00 pm at the offices of Studio21 Architects.  

Our guest speaker that evening will be Rick Atkins of Bright Life, Inc. who will speak on Home Technology.  Future 
subjects will include Interior Design, Construction Financing, and Landscape Design to name a few.  More information 
will be forthcoming.  This is a free event to attend, but as seating will be limited, advance registration will be required.  

Please email us at info@Studio21Architects.com to reserve your seat.


