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A Note from Bill

Design Discovery Review
     I need to share an 

experience from earlier 
this year, one that I don’t 
want to see happen to 
anyone else.  A prospective 
client came into our office 
after having already made 
a major purchase of land. 
She had also completed 

some design work towards a project that we could 
quickly see wasn’t going to work on this site. The 
zoning and even the logistics prevented it. A variance 
wouldn’t be enough, if even possible. The emotions 
I saw pass over her face in the moment of hearing 
that diagnosis, no matter how gently put, felt heart-
wrenching for all of us in 
the office. 
      Having seen a version of 
this story too many times, 
we designed what we call a 
Design Discovery Review. 
There are more details on 
our website, but the point 
is, this can be a tremendous 
help when you want to build 
or renovate a house and you 
don’t know how much it’s 
going to cost or even what 
all of your needs are. We 
will hear a homeowner say 
“I need a master bedroom addition” and realize the 
client’s lifestyle and the potential of the entire house 
haven’t even been considered, or the site might pose 
special challenges. Often, people may not even know 
who to talk with about these issues or how much these 
extra challenges are going to cost!
      In addition, HGTV has brought about an 
unrealistic expectation about costs and schedules 
for various projects or the ease with which they 
can be accomplished. In reality (not reality TV), a 
homeowner is likely to find out the cost in the local 
market far exceeds the costs quoted on a home 

improvement show or a generic on-line website. 
The Design Discovery Review brings clarity to the 
costs, budget and expectations of a project in the “real 
world.”
      Think about it, no surgical operation would ever 
start without a doctors thorough diagnosis, and a 
construction project should never start without taking 
this first step as well.
Needless to say, our office visitor from earlier this 
year hadn’t gone through this process. What we’ve 
been hearing from those who do is that they find 
greater clarity on the project and the construction 
process. Our hope is that they are able to make 
informed decisions with greater certainty, and that 
their risks and costs associated with unknowns tend to 

be lower. By doing this, 
we can take some of the 
stress away and increase 
the client’s peace of 
mind.
      Getting financially 
and emotionally vested 
in the project only to 
discover that your idea 
isn’t going to work isn’t 
fun. It’s the opposite of 
fun. So, if you know 
someone starting out 
on a project, counsel 
them to get familiar 

with the needs and costs, whether it’s through our 
office or whomever they consult with. That way, they 
avoid getting to the stage of hearing a painful project 
diagnosis.
      To ensure your project gets the right start, go to 
http://studio21architects.com/design-discovery-review 
 or call us on 630.789.2513.

BILL STYCZYNSKI
PRESIDENT



10 tips to turn your no-fills bathroom 
to an in-home resort oasis.

What Makes a Great 
Bathroom



     The bathroom, by nature, is a very personal space with design criteria that 
will vary from client to client.  It can range from a no-frills space to an in-house 
resort oasis.  Regardless of the design, there are features that make a good 
bathroom great.  Some of our favorite features are listed below.
     There is always that one question that needs to be answered when it comes 
to the master bath; tub or no tub.  The answer should be based on lifestyle 
choices.  If you really know you will use it, then by all means include a great 
soaking or whirlpool tub.  However, if you are not the soaking type, don’t worry 
about including one.  Save the money and the space, don’t worry about resale, 
especially if you will never use it.  Regardless, there should be at least one tub in 
the home for bathing young children somewhere.  

Features to consider:
1. Proper lighting to light your face at the mirror; think about using dimmers to 

avoid bright lights first thing in the morning.
2. Plan for towel bar locations – often overlooked
3. Exhaust fans are a necessity with sufficient ventilation – consider models 

with built-in timers, humidistat, and / or motion sensors.
4. Select low slip floor surfaces
5. Under floor radiant heat is always a nice amenity
6. Consider motorized window treatments if there is a tub in front of a 

window.  The motorized options are now much more reasonably priced.
7. The shower should have easy-to-reach controls and shouldn’t be oversized.  

Also, don’t forget about ventilation.
8. Grab bars should be considered, if not for immediate needs, then plan for 

the future with solid blocking in locations for the future.
9. Water recirculation is almost a necessity if the bathroom is located far from 

the water heater.  On-demand recirculation systems also exist as an option.
10. Future accessibility needs should never be over looked.  We never know 

what the future brings for any of us.
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5th Annual Gingerbread House Event

It’s that time of year again, Jack the Gingerbread 
Man is ready for a new home.  So once again, we 

are hosting our gingerbread house building event on 
Saturday December 9th at our offices at 911 Rogers St., 

Downers Grove.   Studio21 Architects provides the kids with 
various shapes of foam blocks, graham crackers for siding, frosting 

for cement and a variety of candy trimmings.  Those who participate are 
often very creative, however what we cherish most about this event is that 

the children put us in the holiday spirit.  

The event is open to children 2 – 12 and must be accompanied by an adult.  If you are 
interested, register early as we will likely reach our maximum capacity quickly.  There are 

hourly time slots starting at 9:00 with the last one for the day at 2:00.

The event is free to attend, however we do request a donation of either an unopened toy 
for Toys for Tots or a cash donation to The Ronald McDonald House in Winfield, IL.  

Any cash donations will be matched by Studio21 Architects. 

Our talented staff will be on hand to assist these future architects and 
builders with their designs.  All of the completed Gingerbread 

Homes will be photographed and posted on Facebook, with the 
winning design given a gift certificate to Toys”R”Us. 
Register in advance, space limited; call our office at  

630-789-2513 
or email us at  

info@studio21architects.com 
 to reserve a time slot. 

5th Annual Build Jack a Gingerbread House
Studio21 Architects 

911 Rogers St. Downers Grove, IL
Saturday December 9, 2017

Hourly time slots from 9:00 – 2:00


