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A Note from Bill
Lighting Makes the Difference

SCCA Runoffs at Indianapolis Motor Speedway

                  When client ask me about 
lighting for a new home, my 
answer sometimes surprises 
them. Because as important as 
good lighting is for tasks or for 
accenting architectural features, 
the control of the lighting is just 
as important. While it used to be 
expensive to set up electronic 

controls, today this option is very affordable. 
     Most people are aware of the various sources of lighting 
in a room: Ambient, which is a general lighting, often from 
recessed fixtures in the ceiling; task lighting; decorative 
lighting and accent lighting.
     I recently came upon some lighting mistakes that drive 
me crazy.  Lighting a sculptural piece from directly above 
can put the piece in shadow and not accentuate the features 
properly.  Accent lighting that lights artwork from the front 
will draw the eye into the piece.  Also, instead of using a 
long row of recessed down lights in a hallway, try providing 
accent lighting only on the walls to light photographs or 
artwork.  The result is striking, with plenty of light for 
passage and yet a stunning effect on the art.
     For bathroom lighting, the biggest mistake I see is 
placing recessed lights in the ceiling or soffit at the vanity. 
This puts your face in shadow. The best location is from 
either side of your face.  I also recommend putting bathroom 
vanity lights on dimmers so you can control the intensity 
first thing in the morning and yet turn them up when you 
need the light for shaving or putting on makeup.
     Another use for accent lighting is at the dining room 
table – used with other light sources such as a chandelier 
and other ambient light sources, accent spot lights can 
subtly cause the china and crystal on a table to sparkle. 
     Last but not least is natural light, which many people 
love. While it’s not surprising that we’d want to be able to 
control artificial lighting, there are situations where you’d 
want to control the natural lighting as well, like when you’re 
watching the game on TV.
     We usually control natural lighting with shades and 
these, too, can be electronically controlled. You can even 
put them on an astronomical timer so the shades open in 
the morning and when you come downstairs, the first floor 

is already bathed in light. In the evening, the shades can be 
programed to go down automatically.
     We try to educate our clients on why lighting is important 
and what they can do to make a wonderful difference in 
their enjoyment of the house; in particular, scene control.
For a home with many lighting options, people will tend to 
either turn on all of the lights or just use the same one or 
two most of the time. For a special event, you don’t want to 
be going around to every light switch and dimmer. Instead, 
think of scene control.  Press one button for a casual dining 
scene and another for cleanup (bright light) and to turn 
everything off with one button.
     Lighting can also be controlled via the cell phone. If you 
are coming home late at night, press a button to have the 
lights come up a few minutes before you arrive.
The right lighting and the control of the lighting will set a 
scene that’s just right for you.

     As many of you know, I’ll be competing for the National Championship in 
Formula Vee, starting on September 25th, concluding with the race on Sunday 
October 1st.  If you are interested in coming down to spectate or if you want to be 
added to a separate email list just for updates and links to the live race broadcast, 
sent me an email to Bill@Studio21architects.com



     The charm of older homes can be a leading factor 
in a family’s decision to purchase a home.  The hand-
crafted woodwork, the original oak floors, the old 
claw-foot bathtub; these are all things you just don’t 
get in new construction and they win us over.  You 
move in and over time reality begins to set in.  The 
home is drafty, the floors creak everywhere you walk, 
and there is only one full bathroom for a family of 
five.  No one should have to choose between charm 
and the comfort of modern amenities, so when a 
Downers Grove family decided that their 114-year-old 
home was in need of those modern amenities, they 
gave us a call.  
     The original home was built in 1901, possibly 
without indoor plumbing.  Sometime in the coming 
decades an addition was put on the back to house a 
more modern (for that time) kitchen, and within the 
last 10 years a mudroom had been added behind that.  
The layout was boxy and closed off, and the current 
bedroom and bathroom situation was simply not 
working anymore.  The family’s idea was to renovate 
the kitchen space opening it up to the rest of the house, 
while putting a new second floor addition above it 
with a much needed master suite.  Another item on 
their wish list was to bring the laundry up from the 
very cramped basement onto the first floor.  
     The design of the kitchen reused the same size 
space as the original layout, but reoriented appliances 
and cabinetry to provide an island and opened up the 
wall between the kitchen and living room making 
both spaces feel larger.  Reworking the mudroom 
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and adding a small laundry room off of 
that completed the first floor design.  On 
the second floor, a very small existing 
bedroom that had been used as toy room, 
was eliminated to make room for an entry 
into the new master suite that included 
two large walk-in closets and full bath 
with a large walk-in shower.  In order to 
keep the exterior characteristics of the 
home, we followed the existing roof lines 
and matched the original 4” lap siding.  
The original home was built on a slight 
angle on the lot causing the north side 
of the home to not conform with current 
zoning standards.  In order to get the 
laundry on the first floor and maintain 
the exterior characteristics of the home, 
we planned for the small addition on the 
northeast corner of the home.  In order to 
receive Village approval for this portion 
of the plan we submitted our ideas to the 
Village requesting a zoning exemption 
from the current zoning restrictions 
so that we could maintain the historic 
character of the home.  The Village 
approved this plan, building permits were 
obtained, and it was on to construction.
When working on a century old home, 
you are bound to come up with surprises.  
During the design it was our intent, 
and hope, to work with the existing 
foundation under the kitchen to keep 
cost down, but we were skeptical of the 
existing condition of that foundation as 
it would not be visible until demolition.  
This concern was addressed prior to 
construction and we advised that a 
contingency be put in the budget for 
potential foundation work.  Upon 
demolition of the existing kitchen and 
mudroom, it became evident that the 

existing floor structure and foundation 
were in disrepair.  Having formulated 
a plan “B” already, we quickly shifted 
gears to demolish what was left and 
create a new foundation and crawl space 
to provide a solid base for construction 
above, and as bonus giving some 
much needed additional storage in the 
basement.  
Older homes tend to keep us on our 
toes and we weren’t quite done with the 
surprises though.  As the crawlspace 
was dug out, it was determined that the 
original stone foundation had some weak 
points where mortar was all but gone 
and stones were falling out.  Another 
adjustment to the plan to add a new 
concrete wall up against the existing 
stone foundation for bracing, and we 
were now on our way to framing.  From 
the foundation up, framing was blended 
into the existing home and some not so 
square corners and not so straight walls 
were worked through and mended.  
A home addition and renovation like this 
can completely transform your day to day 
activities and routine.  A once closed off 
first floor is now open and airy, creating a 
great family space and entertaining area.  
A second full bathroom gives parents a 
space of their own and makes for a much 
less congested morning routine for the 
family.  Maybe best of all, a laundry 
basket will never again be carried 
down the narrow steep staircase to the 
basement.  In the end, a 114-year-old was 
given the updates it needed to continue 
on giving a family all the charm of its 
age while now providing the modern 
amenities we all seek.  
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My Place marked yet another state entry with a groundbreaking 
celebration for My Place Hotel-North Aurora, IL held on Wednesday, 
September 6th! Construction commenced on the three-story, 63-room 
hotel at 1000 Kilbery Lane, where future guests will enjoy immediate 
access to a variety of dining and retail options nearby. Less than five miles 
from downtown Aurora, and 40 miles from downtown Chicago, guests 
will also find easy access to the region’s abounding retail and recreational 
offerings. 

Studio21 Architects are excited about 
their involvement in this latest My Place 
Extended Stay Hotel.  This particular 
location will feature an amenity that is not 
found in other My Place locations, with a 
bar/conference room added to the facility.  
As the local architects for the project, we 
were responsible for integrating the bar 
concept into the prototype plans along with 
all the necessary coordination of changes 
required for the local building code 
requirements.  Another feature added at this 
location is a larger, drive through porte-
cochere at the entrance to the hotel.

My Place Hotel-North Aurora, IL is independently owned by 
N.A. Lodging 1, LLC. (N.A. Lodging), a group of local members who 
collectively own or manage significant commercial real estate holdings in 
the greater Chicagoland area. With more than 30 years of experience in 
commercial real estate, the group’s focus includes manufacturing, mixed-
use, and retail spaces. N.A. Lodging Principal Ed Roberts said the hotel is 

anticipated to open Spring of 2018.  
“We are excited to unveil a brand new hotel with a superior product in 

the Chicagoland area, where guests will find the newest and best lodging 
option in My Place,” Roberts said. “The North Aurora community and 
surrounding business owners are excited to see a great looking structure 
take shape and add value to the area.”  

Terry Kline, My Place EVP of Franchise Sales and Development 
said My Place is excited to welcome 
N.A. Lodging as a new franchise partner 
in addition to the territorial milestone on 
the horizon. “We share the community’s 
excitement in congratulating Ed Roberts 
and his team at N.A. Lodging on this 
milestone event,” Kline said. “Ed and his 
partners bring an extensive portfolio of 
development experience into this project 
and will undoubtedly add great value to 
the community as well as our franchise 
family!” 

All My Place Hotels offer modern 
amenities at an affordable price including 

nightly, weekly and monthly rate options. Each extended stay guest 
room features a My Kitchen, complete with a two-burner cooktop, a 
microwave and a full refrigerator. The property is pet friendly, includes 
on-site laundry facilities, complimentary high speed internet service and 
a 24-hour My Store, located in the hotel lobby and stocked with an array 
of supplies for the guests’ convenience. Additionally, guests are invited to 
enjoy the new Breakfast in Bed option for a minimal cost.

My Place Breaks Ground In Illinois

From left: Terry Kline, Cort Carlson, Theresa Bateman, Ed Roberts, Ryan 
Rivett, Representative Keith Wheeler, Mayor Dale Berman, and Laura Curtis.
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