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A Note from Bill
What helps differentiate Studio21 architects?

There’s an old black 
and white movie called 
“Mr. Blandings Builds 
His Dream House,” 
I’ve mentioned it 
before.  In it, a young 
couple starts out in a 
New York apartment 
with, among other 
issues, a bathroom 
in which they can 

barely move. They try to renovate an older home and 
eventually build a new home, but end up with the same 
kind of bathroom they had before. So, the first thing 
that might –– and should –– differentiate your architect 
would be the ability to design for your needs.  Do they 
take the time to listen?  Do they ask the right questions 
that ultimately, will give you a solution to the real 
problems?
     In our firm, we make sure this happens through an 
early interview process to understand your true needs. 
We want to get to know you and understand how you 
live. We ask detail questions about how you want to 
live in the space … for example, what is your daily 
routine?  The design of a master bedroom suite can be 
more desirable if designed around the different work 
schedules for a husband and wife. The same is true 
with expensive features in your home, a luxury tub in 
the master bath for example.  Some use it; others just 
include one for re-sale value but will never use it. In 
the process, they may sacrifice the opportunity for a 
nicer, more functional shower. 
     Some clients insist they know exactly what they 
want and just want the architect to prepare permit 
drawings based on their design sketches, they are very 
set in their solution. However, we encourage clients 
to question everything on their wish list and intended 
layout.  Many people say they want a Jack-and-Jill 
bathroom, but have never lived with one. With young 
kids, it can be a nightmare, resulting in locked door 
from the previous user, or multiple doors interfering 
with one another.  It could actually be better to have a 
hall bathroom. The same can be said of under-utilized 
living rooms or dining rooms.  We encourage the 

elimination of spaces you are never going to use. Why 
incur that extra cost?
     Other features that may or may not be available 
from various firms: Cost estimating, viewing the 
design in 3D in preliminary design or the advantages 
of the size of the firm. For example, Studio 21 has a 
staff of three licensed architects to bounce ideas off of 
each other internally when faced with complex design 
issues. 
     Another feature that sets us apart from many other 
architects is our architect led design+build option. We 
don’t do this with every project, but it is available. In 
that case, we’re the general contractor and hire all the 
subcontractors. We do all the scheduling, coordination 
of construction, permits, and payout requests that a 
builder would otherwise do, giving you a single point 
of contact and a clear sense of accountability.  Those 
who have used it realize it is a great process.

How do you know if you’re choosing the right 
architect for you and your project?

     Look for rapport. It’s easy to confirm that your 
architect is licensed, and you can peruse his or her 
website to see the type and look of projects the 
architect has completed in the past. But consider that 
this is someone you will spend time with over a period 
of a year or two, someone who is shepherding you 
through one of the biggest financial investments of your 
lifetime, and one that usually requires great emotional 
or at least mental energy. Do you like this architect? 
Do you feel comfortable and sure this is someone 
upon whom you can rely? Only you can answer those 
particular questions.
     As you may assume, a large majority of our work 
comes from referrals.  If you know someone that is in 
the early planning stages of their project, please put 
them in touch with us, they will likely thank you once 
they have the opportunity to work with us. 

BILL STYCZYNSKI
PRESIDENT
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“Kitchens are increasingly 
becoming the hub of the home”

     Recently, a team member of the Studio21 Architects 
completed a kitchen renovation for of his own home. The 
dated 1960’s kitchen was in need of a major renovation 
to make it more suitable to today’s lifestyle.  Kitchens are 
increasingly becoming the hub of the home. Kitchens are 
not only just for preparing meals but also where family 
gathers.  Modern kitchens need to be more connected to 
the rest of the house and the design should allow for space 
where the whole family gathers.
     The existing kitchen was dark and closed off to the rest 
of the house.  By opening up the side wall, the kitchen 
had been opened up to the rest of the house which not 
only makes it feel larger, it also makes it more connected 
to the rest of the house.  The addition of an island allows 
for casual dining or for family members to gather while 
the kitchen is in use.  The island also increases storage 
and makes everyday use items easily accessible.  An extra 
window was added to allow for extra daylight to come 
through, and shelves were added in front of the window 
to compensate for the storage that was eliminated by the 
enlarged window.  Light color cabinets were selected to 
further lighten up the space.  The kitchen was finished with 
quartz countertop for ease of maintenance.   
     The final result is a kitchen not only aesthetically 
pleasing but also functional.  The kitchen now has ample 
storage space and work surfaces along with plenty of space 
for people to gather.  When your kitchen starts to feel a bit 
tired and is in need of an update, give us a call and let us 
help you design the kitchen of your dream.
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Andrea worked as an intern at Studio21 Architects during the summer 
and winter of 2016. She gained experience in AutoCAD Architecture, 
picking up redline drawings, floor plans, elevations, and demolition 
plans. She also was given the opportunity to make site visits to 
measure up existing buildings and produce as build drawings in 
AutoCAD Architecture.  This gave her the opportunity to see many 
stages of an architectural project.   Below is her recent experience on 
studying aboard in Florence, Italy.

I recently finished my junior year at Kent State University 
where I am studying interior design. The spring before 
that I had the privilege of spending the semester studying 
abroad at Kent State’s Florence, Italy campus. I studied there 
from January until May and enjoyed studying architecture 
and interior design of historic Renaissance buildings. The 
architecture and artwork gave me a deeper understanding of 
what life was like during that time. It was inspiring to see the 
various European architectural styles that each city had to offer, 
especially the level of detail that was involved. I loved being 
able to see designs by Gaudi in Barcelona, the Dutch canal 
houses of Amsterdam and historical Renaissance Florence to 
name a few.

During my time abroad, I was also lucky enough to travel to 
20 cities within eight countries. As a Chicago-area native and 
die-hard Cubs fan, I decided to travel with a piece of home 
and bring the W flag with me to each place I went. This flag 
has been to Wrigley Field and was even with me at Game 7 
of the World Series this past October when the Cubs won at 
Progressive Field in Cleveland, Ohio. Now, it’s traveled all over 
Europe too!

Andrea recently return to visit our office and share her experience with 
us.  We wish her much success as she moves forward in her career in 
Interior Design.


