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     I can’t believe the year is almost over, with the 
holidays just around the corner.  “Time has just 
flown by”.  Does that sound familiar?   Where 
does all the time go?  Remember how it would 
take forever for Christmas to get here?  How 
about being in a boring classroom, staring at the 
clock on the wall, watching the minutes barely 
tick by.  I’m fascinated by the 
concept of time. It seems like 
time clicks by faster the older 
we get.  Everyone needs to 
figure out their own priorities 
when it comes to how to spend 
their time.  As far as I know, 
nobody has been able to invent 
a real time travel machine.
    It’s been said we all have 
exactly the same number of 
hours per day that were given 
to people such as Thomas Edison, Leonardo da 
Vinci, Thomas Jefferson, Albert Einstein and 
others to name a few.  How were they able to get 
so much accomplished in their lives?  I personally 
have a never ending “to do” list that seems to get 

longer every day, even though I check things off 
daily.  I wish I could be more effective with my 
time.  Maybe I’ll figure it out before I run out of 
“time”.
    Can multi-tasking be more efficient in how we 
use our limited time?  I’ve been convinced that 
multi-tasking is not really that efficient.  Sure, 

we can drive a car and listen to 
the radio, but drive and text, not 
so much.  When it comes to tasks 
that really require your attention, 
it’s best to get one task done before 
moving on to the next.  I’ve learned 
to try and give full attention to 
someone when they walk in my 
office to discuss something.  In the 
past, I used to try and finish an email 
while half listening at the same time.  
It just doesn’t work effectively.  Do 

one task at a time and do it right. 
    So the clock keeps ticking.  Speaking of 
time, it’s only been 71 years since the Chicago 
Cubs were in the World Series, seems like only 
yesterday.
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Studio 21 Architects took on the 
role of architect and general 
contractor when a couple living 
in the northwest suburbs came 
to us with the goal of designing 
and building their dream home 
on a lot they had purchased in 
Schaumburg, IL.  

 
New Home  
in Schaumburg

Photo by:  Mike Kaskel 
www.kaskelphoto.com



   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

 The lot was a double wide lot in the 
Historic District of Schaumburg, and the village had 
put forth design guidelines for this particular area to 
maintain its historic character and charm. It was our 
task to meld the homeowners design wish list with 
those guidelines.  The result is a contemporary take 
on a classic farmhouse style home with a large wrap-
around front porch and a side load garage pushed to 
the back of the home to be hidden from view.  
 While the exterior was designed to meet the 
historic qualities the Village required, the interior 
was designed with all the modern amenities and 
layout the homeowners desired.  As empty-nesters, 
the desired layout included all their day-to-day living 
space on the first floor including; a large first floor 
master suite, a private office space with generous 
built-ins and a fireplace, a formal dining room with 
butler’s pantry, as well as a large open living space 
that includes the kitchen, breakfast area, and family 
room.  Large windows and doors in the open living 
spaces look out to the spacious backyard patio 
and fire pit.  The smaller second floor contains 3 
bedrooms and 2 full bathrooms designed to give 
these empty-nesters plenty of space for the kids and 
grandkids to stay on visits.   

1 NEW COVERED PORCH
2 FAMILY ROOM
3 BATHROOM
4 DINING ROOM

5 KITCHEN
6 LIBRARY
7 BEDROOM
8 LAUNDRY

GROUND - FLOOR PLAN SECOND - FLOOR PLAN

1

4

2

3
3

3

5

7

77
6

7

8

The Newsletter of Studio21 Architects
www.studio21architects.com



Published by Studio21 Architects for all our clients, 
builders, friends and suppliers.

You can contact us at:

Studio21 Architects
911 Rogers Street 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515
630.789.2513
web:   www.studio21architects.com
email:  info@studio21architects.com

Any question or comments, or want to be added to our 
mailing list, feel free to contact us any time.

Copyright 2016, Studio21 Architects

Studio Pages

Home Inspection
   So you are ready to find your dream 
home.  It is a daunting process but you 
are willing to undertake it to ensure that 
you get to live in the location and home 
of your choice.  Your home should be 
your place of refuge, a place to enjoy and 
replenish yourself. So let’s get started. 
   What to expect? The typical home 
buyer spends more time online 
researching than ever before. It takes 
about sixteen weeks to find the house 
after viewing about eight homes.  Each 
home showing lasts less than one hour. 
How much do you know about what you 
are buying and where you will live?
   Next step is due diligence. Hire 
professionals to assist with the process. 
Trust but verify! These professionals 
should be experienced in real estate and 
keep current through ongoing education.  
The list includes a real estate attorney, 
mortgage broker, movers and home 
inspector.

   Is a home inspection really necessary? 
You can close without it.  It costs money, 
takes time and no house is perfect. What 
if the deal falls through and you have no 
place to move? Your handy man friend 
walked by and says that it looks ok.  
Other friends have bought places without 
an inspection and it was ok.
   You really want this house! This may be 
the b   iggest investment of your lifetime.  
But what if this dream turns into a creepy 
nightmare?  Short cuts in due diligence 
may cost you money and inconvenience 
for years.  Before you act, get the facts!
A typical report should cover the status of 
the following: heating system, central air 
conditioning system, interior plumbing 
and electrical systems, roof, attic, 
visible insulation, walls, ceilings, floors, 
windows, doors, foundation, basement 
and all other structural components.
Know what you are buying and move into 
your dream home as planned! 

Article by Mark Moroney
HomeSaleNow – Property Inspections

Mark.e.moroney@gmail.com
(630) 880-6275
www.HomeSaleNow.net

In Her Own Right: Marion Mahony Griffin  
October 7, 2016-March 12, 2017

Marion Mahony Griffin (1871-1961) was one of America’s first female architects, a 
Chicagoan also known as a skilled artist, environmentalist, and community activist. 
A central contributor to the Prairie School of Architecture, her drawings of the Unity 
Temple and many other projects introduced Frank Lloyd Wright’s early work to the 
world. Mahony Griffin was the first registered female architect in Illinois who became 
a pioneer in architecture and community planning. A key member of Wright’s Oak Park 
Studio for 15 years, she and husband Walter Burley Griffin won the international design 
competition for Canberra, Australia’s national capital. This exhibition traces her early 
life, her personal and professional partnership with Griffin on three continents, the final 
years of her life in Chicago—and sheds light on the work and legacy of a Chicagoan of 
immense but often overlooked importance.

Location: Elmhurst History Museum, 120 E. Park Ave., Elmhurst 
Hours: Sun., Tues.-Fri., 1-5 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission: FREE
More info: elmhursthistory.org  or 630.833.1457


