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East Village Apartments
Studio21 Architects has designed a new 20 unit apartment building complex in 
Downers Grove.  East Village Apartments consists of two ten-unit buildings at the 
intersection of Rogers Street and Prospect Avenue, along the Burlington Northern 
tracks between the Fairview and Main Street Metra train stations.   

The dwelling units are designed to appeal to median and higher end tenants that 
either work in Downers Grove, the surrounding areas, or commute via the BNSF 
rail line to other work locations. The units are a contemporary design and an open 
floor plan including a combined kitchen and living area with ample sized windows.  
Each unit features  a private balcony. Although rental units, they are designed to 
be comparable to condominium units as they will have upscale finishes including; 
stainless steel appliances, in unit washer and dryers, separate heating and cooling 
units, stone and tile bath and kitchen finishes, and hardwood flooring. Additionally 
each unit will have one heated indoor parking space, one outdoor parking space and 
one secure storage space.
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The East Village Apartments are the vision of 
Scott & Monika Seger.  They are the owners 
of Dandelion Builders & Design, LLC, their 
family owned business which will serve as the 
project’s contractor and developer.

Downers Grove has a successful downtown 
district with sustainable retail and service 
businesses.  This proposed development 
adds to the potential housing for patrons 
and employees of the downtown district in 
a pedestrian friendly manner, as well as a 
perfect location for those with ties to the 
City of Chicago.  The Segers were looking to 
create a project with a contemporary, modern 
look which is less typical than that found in 
the traditional nature of Downers Grove but 
very fitting in this Downtown Transitional 
Zoning District where these multi-family 
buildings will be located.

Building A

Building B

TYPICAL FLOOR PLAN
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Lifting Doors

Leveling Cabinets

The International Builders Show is a 
showcase of building products and 
the place to see new and trending 
products as well as reconnect with 
fellow professionals in the industry.  

Earlier this year, Bill Styczynski attended the Builder Show in 
Las Vegas.  Anyone planning to build a home for themselves 
should take the time to attend the IBS show if possible.  It’s 
like a candy store of building products.  Everything from 
plumbing products to windows, garage doors and entry 
doors.  It’s also a great place to find special tools or specialty 
software.  

This year, Bill found a great, inexpensive and helpful product.  
It’s called WINBAG, a small inflatable device used to lift, align, 
or shim doors or windows during installation.  How often 
have you taken a door off its hinges and then struggle to get 
it aligned to drop the pins back in.  WINBAG to the rescue.  

Just place the WINBAG 
under the door, pump 
it up to the height of 
the hinges and pop the 
pins in place.  Fantastic!  
Their website is http://
winbagusa.com/.  Take 
a look and “pump it up”.   
Buy one and trust me, 
you will find a use for it.

“The National Association 
of Home Builders (NAHB) 
named WINBAG winner 
of not only the “Most 
Innovative Building 
Product”, but also as 
the overall winner for the 
entire show as the “Best 
in Show Product” in its 
fourth annual Best of 
IBS Awards held during 
the 2016 International 
Builders’ Show (IBS) in 
Las Vegas.”

A Note From Bill

Featured Product
When asked what is the most significiant thing that 
will help insure a sucessful project, I reflect back over 
my past 35 years in the industry. What sticks out the 
most in my mind, whether it’s a home improvement 
project, addition, or a new home, is the need to start 
with a realistic budget.  It is critical to be realistic and 
honest with your budget and goals.  So many times 
I’ve asked potential clients about their budget and 
found I don’t always get an honest answer.  Either 
they don’t know and embarrassed to say so, or they 
are afraid we will design a project that will spend 
every bit of their budget and more.  Most of the time 
however, they don’t really know the costs.  

This is why budgeting and cost estimating should 
be the part of every project.  At the very beginning, a 
project may not be well defined by square footage, 
details, complexity, selections and other factors 
that eventually come into play.  A good experienced 
builder or architect can help provide a realistic 
guideline of expected costs.  After the design has 
been established, the budget should then be 
re-evaluated.  When we provide cost estimating for 
our clients, we also include a healthy contingency 
during the design phase.   There is nothing worse 
than a project that doesn’t get built.  During the 
design, there is an opportunity to adjust the scope 
of the project or look at other alternatives.  We also 
suggest you pre-qualify with a lender to verify you 
can finance the project.  

Ultimately, when Studio21 architects provide cost 
estimating for our clients, we break down the total 
cost into an extensive list of costs for every trade 
involved in the project.  We may be high in some 
areas and low in others, but we find it typically 
averages close to the final cost.  Using a line by line 
approach, the client can then see  where they can 
make adjustments to meet their budget.  It might be 
cabinets or lighting 
or flooring, but 
decisions will need 
to be made.   We 
provide Design+Build 
services for many 
of our clients which 
includes cost 
estimating as an 
integral part of the 
process from start to 
finish.
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Looking for things to do in Chicago this summer?  One 
of the great treasures of Chicago is its architecture.  The 
architectural history in the city goes back to the rebuilding 
after the great Chicago Fire.  The modern Skyscraper was 
eventually born from the ashes of that fire.

There may be no better way to experience the city than going 
on an architectural boat tour.  There are several companies 
that provide tours of the city from the perspective of the 
Chicago River, including Wendella Boats, Chicago’s First Lady 
Cruises, and Chicago Line Cruises among others.

A great resource for architectural tours in Chicago is the 
Chicago Architecture Foundation, a not for profit organization 
which promotes the city’s built environment through tours, 
exhibitions and event.  Check out their website www.
architecture.org/experience-caf/tours/ to see the variety of 
tours they provide including bus tours, walking tours, twilight 
river cruises and even a special River Cruise designed with 
the photographer in mind.
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